
In addition to the picturesque Lake districts of Argentina and Chile, The
Moreno Glacier, Terra del Fuego  and the charming city of Buenos Aires -
this trip takes in the two most scenic national parks in Patagonia, a region
renowned for its pristine natural beauty. We begin our journey by flying
to the lake district of Argentina and Chile from where we travel to The
Paine National Park in Chile and the Glacier National Park in Argentina.
They are world famous for the incredible near vertical sided rock
monoliths rising sheer out of the surrounding glaciers and ice dotted
lakes. We continue our journey to Tierra del Fuego and to the town of
Ushuaia which is surrounded by mountains and overlooks the Beagle
Channel.  From here we fly back to Buenos Aires and home.

This is an active holiday where we have day walks and  stay in
comfortable Hosterias – which are the equivalent of 3* European Hotels.
The food and wine available is also excellent. We shall be travelling by
plane, bus and catamaran and look forward to having a small friendly
group of like minded people travelling together. Maximum group size 10
members and a minimum of 4.  Departure from Sydney on 8th. February
2009. You can choose to join us on 8th. February at Bariloche in
Argentina. Please confirm early - to ensure a place as making hotel
bookings in this part of the world is difficult.

Patagonia

17 day trip: 08 Feb to 24 Feb Cost:AUD$6595.00 (no airfares)
19 day trip: 08 Feb to 26 Feb Cost:AUD$9295.00 (includes airfare ex-Sydney)
Single room supplement applies.
These prices do not include the excursion to Iguazu Falls.

1 08-Sun-Feb Fly to Buenos connect with flight to Bariloche
2 09-Mon-Feb Bariloche - day walks
3 10-Tue-Feb Lake Crossing to Chile / Petohue
4 11-Wed-Feb Excursion to Petrohue / walks
5 12-Thu-Feb Fly to Punta Arenas /Bus to Puerto Natales
6 13-Fri-Feb Regular bus Puerto Natales to Torres del Paine
7 14-Sat-Feb Trek to Las Torres with mountain guide
8 15-Sun-Feb Excursion to Laguna Azul with guide/ Puerto Natales
9 16-Mon-Feb Bus to El Calafate
10 17-Tue-Feb Excursion to Moreno Glacier / El Calafate
11 18-Wed-Feb Bus to El Chalten / trek to Laguna Torre with mountain guide
12 19-Thu-Feb Trek to Laguna De los Tres with mountain guide
13 20-Fri-Feb Trek to Loma del Pliegue Tumbado with mountain guide
14 21-Sat-Feb Transfer to El Calafate – fly to Ushuaia
15 22-Sun-Feb Excursion by catamaran to Isla Lobos
16 23-Mon-Feb Walk through National Park. - evening fly to Buenos Aires
17 24-Tue-Feb Buenos Aires to explore on own : Evening fly to Sydney
18 25-Wed-Feb Inflight
19 26-Thu-Feb Arrive Sydney
Add another 2 days if you wish to join the excursion to Iguazu Falls.
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This is a trip designed for people who enjoy visiting exciting and remote destinations - being in the outdoors in the day and
returning to a warm comfortable room , a hot shower and good meals in the company of similar minded people. I had such a
good time during our trip to this part of the world in February 2008 -  that I am going back with a small group of wonderful
people. We now have only 4 places left, so should you be interested do let me know soon.  You could add a  few more days to
this trip - by visiting the Iguazu Falls - if you are interested do let me know.  The price inclusive of flights is valid as prices
stand as on the day this information sheet was prepared (and it is based on flights with Aerolineas Argentinas) . So if you
wish to confirm flights - I suggest that you book and purchase the ticket early. I may have to make the trip via the US using
another carrier - Mohan

1          08-Sun-Feb       Fly to Buenos connect with flight to Bariloche
Day 1: The flight from Sydney to Buenos Aires takes you via Auckland. At Auckland you have an hours halt while there is
change of crew on the aircraft for the onward flight. Once you are on the long leg of the flight to Buenos Aires take every
opportunity that you have to catch up with sleep, as you arrive in Buenos Aires at about 13:30hrs the same day – because
you cross the international date line on this flight. On arrival in Buenos Aires you go through immigration and customs and
then transfer by bus to the domestic airport, which is about 45 minutes away for the flight to Bariloche.  You arrive at about
19:40hrs just in time to catch up with some rest in your comfortable hotel by the lake. Hotel Huemul.
Our representative will receive you on on arrival at Buenos Aires and transfer to the domestic airport will be provided. You will
also be received on arrival at Bariloche.

2          09-Mon-Feb            Bariloche - day walks
Day 2: After a leisurely breakfast begin an exploratory tour of this beautiful town with an English speaking guide.  Take a short
walk to the top of the hill for a spectacular view of this beautiful part of Most of the people who settled here are mainly from
Germany. So many of the cottages built around the lakes are similar to the ones you see in Switzerland and Germany. This is a
holiday town with shops specialising in chocolates.  Rest of the afternoon free to walk around the town and soak in the
atmosphere of this beautiful town. Your guided tour will be in the company of an English speaking guide. Your twin share
accommodation includes breakfast.

3          10-Tue-Feb       Lake Crossing to Chile / Petohue
Day 3: You have an early start to begin your exciting lake crossing by a series of catamarans and boats to Petrohue in Chile.
This is a full day journey which involves crossing three lakes in a prestine environment with superb views of the Osorno
Volcano. Between the lakes are short journeys by bus. On arrival at Petrohue – it is only a short walk to Hosteria Petrohue.
Hosteria is the equivalent of a very comfortable 3* hotel with en-suite and very European – with a friendly Latin touch. Again
you have a superb view of the lake out of your window. Overnight at Petrohue. Your accommodation includes breakfast.

4          11-Wed-Feb            Excursion to Petrohue / walks
Day 4: Today we have a full day walking excursion with a packed lunch and English speaking guide.  The walk takes you part
of the way up the Osorno volcano and  by the lake for spectacular views. Overnight at Hosteria Petrohue. Breakfast is
included.

5          12-Thu-Feb       Transfer to Puerto Montt - fly to Punta Arenas /Bus to Puerto Natales
Day 5: Soon after breakfast, we drive for about an hour through picturesque country side to the airport at Puerto Montt for the
flight that takes us way down south to Punta Arenas.  It is a long flight and when you look at the map – you get an idea as
why it is so!  Here you are transferred to a bus station for the bus journey to Puerto Natales, where you arrive late afternoon.
Overnight at Hotel Ladrilleros. Breakfast is provided.

6          13-Fri-Feb       Regular bus Puerto Natales to Torres del Paine - visit Lake Grey
Day 6: Today we have private transport for our entrance to the Paine National Park – where we again stay in a Hosteria
overlooking one of the lakes and with spectacular mountain views. Before we get to our Hosteria Las Torres. – we take a short
walk to visit Lake Grey and Mirador Ferrier. Our stay here includes breakfast.

7          14-Sat-Feb       Trek to Las Torres with guide
Day 7: This is an exciting day when you drive to the foothills and take a full day walk to Las Torres with an English speaking
guide. You enjoy spectacular views all along the way. Parts of the walk is along the hillside and through forests, while at the
end you scramble over moraine to get to the glacier for spectacular views. Packed lunch will be provided along with breakfast.
Overnight night a Hosteria Las Torres.

8          15-Sun-Feb            Excursion to Laguna Azul with guide/ Puerto Natales
Day 8: After breakfast , you check out of Hosteria Pehoe, and then drive close to Laguna Azul, enjoying a walk for a couple of
hours and views of raging waterfalls, beautiful flowers and forests and spectacular moutain views, before heading out of the
Paine National Park to go  back to Puerto Natales – where you overnight at Ladrilleros Hotel. Breakfast is included.
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9          16-Mon-Feb       Bus to El Calafate
Day 9: Today you get an opportunity to drive across the vast plains of Patagonia as you cross back into Argentina and
head for Calafate. There is a very good chance that you get to see and possibly meet the Gauchos from the surrounding
Estanzias.  Overnight at QuijoteHotel.  In the evening take a walk into this tourist town, sit by the café and enjoy the
sights or do some shopping! Leather products seem to be very popular.  There are also some fine restaurants around.
Your stay includes breakfast.

10         17-Tue-Feb            Excursion to Moreno Glacier / El Calafate
Day 10: El Calafate is the staging point for your excursion to the Moreno Glacier. You will be part of a group in this
section of the trip. It is a very popular destination and so you can be sure to see lots of other people – but it is still an
excursion not to be missed. When you get close to Moreno Glacier , you  hop on a  boat and take an excursion out
close to it. It is just amazingly big and beautiful. When you get back on land and see beyond, we can see that it extends
for miles.  The last time I was there, I was given a bottle of champagne – and to keep it cold my young guide offered me
ice from the glacier that was thousands of years old!
After the tour you return to El Calafate for the night. Breakfast is included.

11         18-Wed-Feb            Bus to El Chalten / trek to Cerro Torre with mountain guide
Day 11: El Chalten: This is a spectacular 5 hour drive across the vast plains in a Regular Bus to El Chalten for your
excursion into the Fitz Roy National Park.  On arrival at this small and quickly expanding village of El Chalten – our
representative will receive you  and bring you to your hosteria – Hosteria Los Senderos.

After a short break you collect your packed lunches and head off for a walk in the surrounding hills in the company of
your English speaking guide. After about 4 hours you return to your Hosteria and after a quick shower – head off for a
superb dinner! Breakfast, packed lunch and dinner (no drinks!) is provided during your stay at El Chalten.

12         19-Thu-Feb       Trek to Laguna De los Tres with mountain guide
Day 12: A full day walk  to Lag. De los Tres. Accompanied by your English speaking guide. This is lovely walk through
hills and forests for a spectacular view of Fitz Roy.  It is a long walk, so start early.  Overnight at  Hosteria Los Senderos.
Breakfast, packed lunch and dinner is provided.

13         20-Fri-Feb       Trek to Loma del Pliegue Tumbado with mountain guide
Day 13: Trek to the surrounding Loma de Pliegue Tumbado in the company of your English speaking guide. It is a
steady walk through forests – should you wish to take the day off and stay and read or wonder through the small
village of El Chalten – you can do so. Overnight at Hosteria Los Senderos, breakfast, packed lunch and dinner is
provided.

14         21-Sat-Feb       Transfer to El Calafate – fly to Ushuaia
Day 14: Today we leave El Chalten early – infact at 06:30hrs -  bus to El Calafate. Your bus will drop you off at the airport
and from there you catch a flight to Ushuaia the name means island of fire. The natives in past wore few clothes, but
had lots of fires going to keep themselves warm! On arrival, you will be received at the airport and transferred to your
hotel Tolkeyen Chalten, once again – located by a lake! The hotel is a couple of kilometers away from the town, but has
frequent courtesy bus services into town.  Ushuaia turned out to be a much bigger town than I expected it to be. It is
the capital of this region and is also the take off point for expeditions to Antartica.  It also seems to be very popular with
large international cruise ships. Breakfast is provided.

15         22-Sun-Feb            Excursion by catamaran to Isla Lobos
Day 15: Today we go out into the Beagle Channel on a boat and see penguins and seals. We stop over at Isla Lobos,
which is one of the original Estancias of this region. One of the descendents still runs the property.  Overnight at
Tolkeyen Hotel. Breakfast is included.

16         23-Mon-Feb       Walk through National Park.
Day 16: Today we take a gentle walk through the National Park – and possible to the southern most point of this
continent. We take a small dingy to the Isla Redonda, where they are happy to stamp your passport to prove that you
have been to the southern most post office! Evening fly to Buenos Aires:

17         24-Tue-Feb       Buenos Aires to explore on own : Evening fly to Sydney
Day 17: We have a leisurely day at Buenos Aires, exploring this town by ourselves. Many of the places of interest are
within a walking distance and you are likely to find Tango Dancers performing in popular streets. We have a late check
out of the hotel. Transport will be provided for our 45 minute journey to the International Airport where we board our
flight home.

18         25-Wed-Feb            Inflight
19        26-Thu-Feb Arrive Sydney
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Iguazu: Excursion:

17         24-Tue-Feb  Fly to Iguazu:
Pvt TFR from Hotel Reconquista Garden to Aeroparque with guideFlight to IguazuRegular TFR from Apto Iguazu to
Hotel Sheraton Internacional Iguazu. The payment for the entrance to the park to be paid locally by you!  In the
afternoon take a walk around the park on your own. Overnight Hotel Sheraton Internacional Iguazu - rooms with falls
view

18         25-Wed-Feb      Iguazu - morning - evening Buenos Aires
In the morning visit visit the Brasil.IGR: side of the Iguazu Falls on your own.  In the afternoon there is a reg. transfer
from the hotel to the airport for your Flight to Buenos Aires. You have private transfer at Buenos Aires  guide from
Aeroparque to the Hotel. Overnight/Breakfast in Hotel Reconquista Garden

19        26-Thu-Feb: Buenos Aires to explore on own : Evening fly to Sydney
You have a leisurely day at Buenos Aires, exploring this town by yourselves. Many of the places of interest are
within a walking distance and you are likely to find Tango Dancers performing in popular streets. You have a late
check out of the hotel. Transport will be provided for our 45 minute journey to the International Airport where you
board your flight home.

20        27-Friday-Feb            Inflight

21         28-Saturday -Feb      Arrive Sydney.
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 What is Included in the Trip Package Price

The Trekking Company will provide:
- Transfer: Airport/Hotel/Airport
- Tour costs and entrance fees where these are specified in the itinerary
- Accommodation bed and breakfast on twin sharing basis in Hotels
- Permit for Trekking and any environmental charges and fees
- Services of English speaking guides where specified in the itinerary

Some of the things you will need to pay for
- Visas – if applicable to you. Australian do not need visas for Argentina and Chile.
- Drinks - mineral water, soft drinks and alcoholic drinks.
-  Lunch and dinner in the various towns you stay in.
-  Laundry, postage, extra portage if required.  etc.
- Single Supplement $1250.00
-  Personal tips. Budget $150.00
-  Excess baggage.
-  Medical - if necessary

· Note: Travel insurance is a ‘must’. Kindly take out travel insurance at the time of booking your trip.

We would like to limit the group size to 10 paying members. We will be operating this trip with a minimum of 4
paying members.

At the time of booking - non refundable deposit of $500.00
Full payment to be received : by 7th. December
Cancellation Charge:
Any cancellation by 7th. December – no refund of deposit
Any cancellation between 8th. December   and 9th. January 2009 : $2000.00
Any cancellation between 10th. January   and 5st. February 2009 : 3500.00
No refund anytime after 6th. February.

To make a booking please provide us with the following information:

Surname:
First Names:
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Profession:
Nationality:
Passport Number:
Issued At
Date of Issue:
Date of Expiry

Contact details:
Mailing address:
Phone numbers
Home phone
Work phone
Email address

Please advise - if you would like to begin your journey with us at Bariloche or at Sydney.

We request you to make payment by direct deposit into our account. Kindly send for information. Payment
by credit card attracts 3.5% bank charges.
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